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India’s Constitution - the lengthiest 

Source: Comparitive Constitution Project, Seasia Stats (as of 2023)

The Constitution of India is
the world's lengthiest
written constitution, with
146,385 words in its English
version. The Constitution of
Monaco is the shortest
written constitution, with
3,814 words
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Do Longer Constitutions Hinder Economic Efficiency?

Longer constitutions are often linked to constraints that can hinder
economic growth and efficiency:

Increased Rigidity and Reduced Flexibility: Highly detailed constitutions
often impose stricter policy-making constraints, worsening time-inconsistency
issues and hindering a country's productivity (measured by GDP per person
employed).

Higher Corruption and Oversight Issues: Extensive details in constitutions
may create more loopholes, correlating with increased corruption levels
(measured by the Corruption Perception Index).
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Do Elaborate Constitutions Impact Productivity?

Highly detailed constitutions
often impose rigid constraints
on policymaking, high time-
inconsistency problems and
reducing a country's
productivity, as measured by
GDP per hour worked. 

According to the ILO, India's
labour productivity is
among the lowest globally
at $10.6/Hr compared to the
global average of $23.1/Hr
and the G7 average of $74.9
/HrSource: Comparitive Constitution Project; https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/labour-productivity/
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Does a Lengthy Constitution Create More Loopholes
for Corruption?
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Extensive details in a constitution
can create more loopholes,
potentially correlating with elevated
corruption levels—as measured by
the Corruption Perceptions Index
(CPI)*. According to the 2024
CPI, India has a relatively high
level of corruption with a score
of 38, compared to 65 for the US,
71 for the UK, and 43 for China.

Is it merely a coincidence that countries with longer written constitutions—such as India,
Malaysia, and Mexico—tend to have relatively higher levels of corruption?

*Lower scores indicate higher perceived corruptionSource: Comparitive Constitution Project, Transparency International *2024 Score 
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